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Meeting was called to order by COL Hargett @ approximately 1130.  He welcomed everyone.    
He said this was a special board meeting with the sole purpose of addressing the letter that was 
discussed at the meeting held at the conference.  He and COL Michel wanted to appoint a special 
inquiry committee to investigate the contents of the letter and discuss the members to be 



appointed to said committee.  He first went over COL Clint Walker and the reasons to appoint 
him.  COL Walker was asked to leave the room.   Clint was not on the board during the last 
couple of years so they feel he will be unbiased and that he has audit experience.  At this time 
COL Robinson and LTC McDaniel were both asked to leave the room.  MG (R) Goodwin stated 
that just because BG Robinson was asked to leave did not mean he would not hear what was 
being said as long as the recorder was on.  COL Hargett replied that the recorder could be turned 
off.  LTC Rhodes said you should not speak if you cared what BG Robinson thought since the 
letter that started all of this was sent by someone who did not want their name used.  MG 
Goodwin responded that he did not have a problem being recorded.  He just did not know if any 
of the “uniformed” members would want to be recorded.  COL Hargett asked if there were any 
objections and all said no.  Recording continued.  He then asked if anyone else had a nomination 
for anyone other than Clint Walker.  No one did.  LTC Rhoads made a motion to appoint 
Walker, motion was seconded and all voted in favor.  Motion carried for Clint Walker be 
Commission Chair.  COL Walker was then brought back into the room.  COL Hargett told COL 
Walker that he was elected. 
 
Next the Air Co-chair recommended by COL Michel and COL Hargett was Lt Col Mark 
Kleinpeter.  He was asked to leave the room during discussion.  Someone stated that Lt Col 
Kleinpeter has always been professional and never had any issues.  Col Ladner said he was 
always fair and had great integrity.  He did suggest Col Bratu because he has not been on the 
board like Ltc Kleinpeter.  That motion was seconded so Eric Bratu was asked to leave the room.  
Both were discussed.  LTC Rhoads said he thought that it should be someone who was a current 
board member.  COL Hargett asked for a vote.  All were in favor of Ltc Mark Kleinpeter sitting 
on the board.  Both were asked back into the room.  Kleinpeter was told he would be co-chair.  
Next would be the retiree member.  They recommended BG David Kirtley.  MG Goodwin asked 
why BG Kirtley would be picked.  He said he had talked to several retirees and they would like a 
non-member be appointed.  He did not feel like a current retiree member should sit on the 
committee.  It should be a retired outside member.  Someone said they thought it should stay 
with the current membership of the board.  Col Bratu said that he thought we should stay with 
the board members.  MG Goodwin said that he worked at the association for over years and had 
several allegations brought against him but they were never investigated because they did not 
amount to much.  But the allegations brought against BG Robinson and the Association now are 
too many to ignore.  He went on to talk about the investment totals when he retired and what 
they are today.  He said they should have increased but had not changed.   At this point someone 
asked what this had to do with appointing a committee member and MG Goodwin said that he 
was saying all of that to say he would be a good person to pick an outside committee member.  
He said he did not want COL Jackson’s position on the board.  He was asked by the retired 
members to be on the board.  Everyone still agreed that the members should be from the current 
or incoming board.  They then went back to minutes from the previous board to see what they 
had decided.  LTC Rhoads said that the board members are elected by all the members of the 
association and that they are responsible for anything that goes on at the association.  He said he 
feels like any allegations brought against the Association are also being brought against the 
board.  Col Bratu made a motion for BG Kirtley to be the retired member of the committee.  
COL Hargett stated that MG Goodwin had just resigned from the board.  MG Goodwin left the 
room.  COL Hargett said he had a heavy heart that this was going on at the Association.  He then 
asked for a second on BG Kirtley being made a third committee member.  It was seconded and 



all were in favor. Motion carried.  BG Kirtley was asked to return to the room and was told he 
was the third member. 
 
He then asked all three to advise the board of their desire to serve.  COL Clint Walker said he 
was willing to accept the charge and responsibilities of the board.    
 
COL Hargett then asked COL Jackson if he would continue to serve on the board until a member 
could be elected.  COL Jackson said that he would.    COL Ladner then asked if personnel policy 
review would also be in this investigation.  He thought that was important.  COL Hargett read 
the letter that he had drafted for the committee members and said they could include a personnel 
policy inquiry in the letter.  This was discussed.  COL Ladner said if we looked at this now we 
would not have to address it in the future.  It was agreed by the board to include this in the letter. 
 
COL Michel then went over the last minutes where it was decided the committee members  
would be all board members (Active Air, Active Army and a one Retired).  Because of this, none 
of MG Goodwin’s recommendations could be considered. 
 
COL Hargett apologized for not allowing Chaplain Morris to open the meeting with prayer and 
to the company grade officers for all the friction that was going on this year in the Association. 
He asked that they not let this event tarnish their opinion of the association.  CPT Bittle said as a 
Company Grade Officer you didn’t have to apologize to us   They understand and we think we 
have a great association.  COL Hargett said he enjoyed serving as the president and he was going 
to step out of the room and modify the letter.  He asked COL Walker what date he wanted on the 
letter.  They decided on what to put in the letter.  COL Walker asked what type of report they 
would want (powerpoint, etc.)   The board said it should be a written executive summary or a 15-
6 type document.    
 
At this time COL Hargett stepped out of the room to make changes to the appointment letter. 
He relinquished the floor to COL Michel.  They decided on 15 July as the date.  COL Walker 
wanted to take a look at each item on the letter individually and then decide how to respond.  He 
asked when the audit would take place.  BG Robinson said it would be 1 June 2014.  COL 
Walker asked if any thing was needed to be put before the auditor and to let him know.   
 
BG Robinson asked if there would be any issue with him meeting with the investigative board 
and turning over documents for their review and where to find any items they need.   COL 
Michel said that yes they should meet with BG Robinson.  COL Hargett said that he had learned 
that it is hard to relinquish command and he was tired of emails and texts from people who said 
he was a coward for not doing something about this situation.  He did not appreciate those people 
calling him a coward and he told the company grade officers not to ever back down to a retired 
general officer.  
 
When you know in your heart that you’re doing what is right.  That was his last comment as the 
outgoing president.  COL Michel said he appreciated him and that as we move forward in his 
opinion it may get worse before it gets better but we would come out stronger.   
 



LTC Rhoads said he thought the board was is in good shape and thanks for letting him serve.  He 
also stated he would soon be in the At Ease Gang.  Col Ladner said he had enjoyed serving on 
the board and that everyone was professional.  He hates we have to go through this but he 
commended Joe and Greg for what they were doing and is doing the right thing taking care of 
this and moving on.   He thinks the association would be fine. 
 
COL Jackson asked how we get a new retiree member on board.  COL Michel said they would 
work that out.  COL Michel recommended the Retired Caucus to elect a new member.  All 
agreed.   COL Weaver told COL Michel that he has a staff to get any email information together. 
They then discussed how to elect the new retiree member according to the bylaws.  COL Michel 
concurred.   
 
With no further business, COL Hargett made a motion to adjourn.  The motion carried.     
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