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MEMBERS PRESENT: 
    COL Jody Mike Smith 
    COL Rodney Harris 
    LTC Joe Lee Sessions via call in 
    LTC Ashley Sullivan 
    COL (MS) James Jackson 
    COL (R) David Barton 
    Col (R) Mark Kleinpeter 
    CW5 Tommy Smith 
    COL Michael Honeycutt 
    LTC Deidre Smith 
    Lt Col Jeff Wyatt 
    Lt Col Lee Miller 
    CPT Martini Ford 
    CPT Marcus Parker 
    CPT Veronica Peppers via call-in 
    1LT David McRae 
 
NONVOTING MEMBERS:   Director Allen McDaniel 
    Deputy Cris Crissler 
    MG Durr Boyles 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:   
    Maj Gen (R) Erik Hearon 
    Lt Col Doug Manley 
    LTC William Fox 
    MAJ Michael Bradley 
    CW4 Mark Stevens 
    MAJ David Morris 
     
 
Prior to gathering in the conference room, the Board convened in the Auditorium at 11:00 a.m. to go over 
the different events that will take place at the State Conference in Natchez, April 25-28. 
 

 

 

 



BOARD MEETING 

Col Smith called the meeting to order.   

COL (MS) Jim Jackson led the group in prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.   

COL Smith requested that everyone review the minutes from the last meeting.  There was no discussion.    
Motion was made, seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously. 

Treasurers Report  
 
The auditor for NGAMS, Mr. Tom Windham, presented the audit report.  Financial reports of the 
Association were handed out to everyone.  Mr. Windham discussed different aspects of the audit and 
reported that there were no “findings” from the audit and the financial statements are in good order.  
There were no questions for Mr. Windham and a motion was not necessary to accept the audit report. 
 
At Ease Gang Report 
 
COL (MS) Jim Jackson reported that the Jackson group was doing fine and still meeting at Simply 
Southern.  COL Jackson complimented Col (Ret) Mark Kleinpeter on the large crowds (40-45) that he is 
getting each month at the Meridian at Ease Breakfast.  He also reported on the Director of the State’s 
Veteran’s Affairs Board (Stacy Pickering) visit to the Jackson Breakfast.  Some of the items of discussion 
were the plans to build a new VA nursing home on the Coast in the Traditions subdivision and how over 
33% of Mississippi’s veteran population lived on the coast.  He also spoke about how it only costs 
veterans up to $50.00 per day to stay in a State VA nursing home and no cost to be buried in the VA 
cemeteries in Kilmichael and Newton.  COL (MS) Jackson encouraged everyone to take time to attend 
one of the breakfasts throughout the state. 
 
Investment Report 
 
Director McDaniel described the two investment accounts (Trustmark and Pinnacle Trust).  He showed 
charts of how the funds somewhat parallel each other with the caveat that the Pinnacle fund was a bit 
more conservative than the Trustmark fund.  He stated that both were performing fairly stable and 
trending upwards. 
 
Insurance Report 
 
Director McDaniel reported that this year’s rate of death claims vs last year was lower.  Total Death were 
112 with only four not covered with NGAMS insurance.   The slides showed an overall participation rate 
in the NGAMS Insurance program (SSLI) at 61.7%.  The Army Guard was at 68.1% and Air Guard was 
at 39.1% which is the highest participation rate we have ever had.  Roughly six out of every 10 
Mississippi Guardsman now carry the Association Insurance.  Director McDaniel stated that members of 
the 155 ABCT are calling the office to ensure they don’t miss a payment during their transition from 
Active Duty back to Traditional Guardsman. 
 
 
 
 
 



Active Life Memberships 
 
Director McDaniel discussed the success we have had attaining 768 Active Life Members and that is 30 
more that from the previous Board meeting.  He went on to commend the current OCS graduation class 
this year, which had nine out of 11 members join as Active Life Members.  He reminded the Board that 
this program does have a negative effect on the finances of NGAMS for about one year.   
 
Patriot Partner Program 
 
Director McDaniel discussed the Patriot Partner program.  He talked about how the proceeds from our 
Patriot Partners offset conference costs to our members and these funds are how we can offer such a great 
conference at such low prices.  COL Jody M Smith concurred and ask everyone to help us identify 
potential new Patriot Partners. 
 
Scholarship Program 
 
Director McDaniel told the Board that all three scholarship recipients from last year each had a 4.0 grade 
point average for the year.  The scholarship committee has reviewed all applicants and selected two 
undergraduate and two graduate applicants to receive the NGAMS scholarship.  The winners will be 
announced at the state conference. 
 
Legislative Report 
 
Director McDaniel discussed the legislative successes the Mississippi Military Department and NGAMS 
had during the session.  Nine bills were passed that we supported, and the National Guard received Two 
Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00) for maintenance and renovation of existing armories.   He told the Board 
that this was a good topic to speak to our officers on why they should be a member of NGAMS and 
suggested that the advocacy tab on the NGAMS website was a good place to see all the successes we 
have had.  He also stated that NGAMS had lobbied for a rule change to allow acting National Guardsmen 
to be eligible to serve as the Director of the State Veterans Affairs Board, which is the position Stacy 
Pickering now holds. 
 
New Business 
 
Director McDaniel discussed our need to shred old documents dating back to the 80’s we are holding in 
the basement due to the fact they are not needed, and we are running out of room.  He explained that these 
documents were old financials, unneeded insurance paperwork, check stubs, correspondence, old 
materials from prior conferences that were no longer needed or relevant.  COL Harris made the motion 
that we be allowed to shred the documents.  Conversation ensued among several Board members wanting 
further clarification on what would be shred.  It was explained that no Board minutes or certain insurance 
documents that are required to be kept forever, or Tax Return documents required to be kept for 10 years  
 
 
 
 
 



will be shred.  Col (R) Kleinpeter reminded the Board how valuable it is to keep board minutes, when an 
issue came up several years ago requiring the Board to look back at some old minutes to determine what 
had occurred.  He was assured that no Board Minutes would be shred.  A motion was made to amend the 
original motion of COL Harris to state that the Board approved the shredding of documents with the 
exception of the Board minutes and the other items previously discussed.  COL Harris agreed to this 
amended motion, it was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
COL Harris then went to the next new business topic.  He explained to the Board that we are negotiating 
with the Golden Nugget and Margaritaville Resort in Biloxi to host our 2020 State Conference May 15-
17, 2020.  He explained that the cost of the rooms begins at $182.00 and go up to $260.00.  This cost 
includes the resort fee ($12.99) at Golden Nugget and ($14.99) at Margaritaville as well as the 12% sales 
tax.  He recommended to the Board that we offer all attending an offset on the cost of a room paid for by 
NGAMS.  He further discussed that this was something the Board had done in the past when we had 
conferences on the Coast due to the high cost of rooms. Discussion ensued as to whether to bring the cost 
down to $139-159 pre-tax, which was similar to what was paid at the IP in 2018 or to just offer a straight 
dollar ($) amount per night per room.  COL Jody Smith suggested that the cost to a Company Grade 
officer is a significant factor in them attending but felt the attraction of Margaritaville would really add to 
our Conference and spur attendance not only of the company grade officer, but older officers with 
families who would like to stay at Margaritaville.  Col (R) Kleinpeter made a motion to have the 
conference at the Golden Nugget.  Additional discussion ensued about how to buy down the cost of 
rooms and the consensus of the Board was to offset the cost by a fixed amount across the board for all 
room types.  Col (R) Kleinpeter amended his motion to include for NGAMS to pay $50.00 per night, per 
room for Friday and Saturday night reservations during the 2020 conference for rooms reserved at the 
Golden Nugget or Margaritaville.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, COL Smith asked for a motion to adjourn, which was made, seconded 
and approved. 
 
 
 
 
       C. Allen McDaniel, III 
       Executive Director 
 


